
1-2 years 2-3 years 3-4 years 4-5 years 5+ years

Limited babbling

Minimal response to
speech/sounds

Minimal attempts to
communicate

Limited interaction

Limited
communicative intent
 
Minimal reaction to
spoken
language

Regression of
language
development

No more than 2
word utterances

Cannot follow simple
instructions
 
Familiar
communication
partners cannot
follow speech

Atypical
communication
patterns

No more than 3
word utterances
 
Strangers do not
understand speech

Familiar
communication
partners understand
less than 50% of
speech

Difficulty producing
narratives

Difficulty
understanding what
is said
 
Retention difficulties

Difficulty with non-
literal understanding
 
Limited reciprocal
conversation

Developmental Language Delay
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